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“Students become lifelong learners as they (1) locate, evaluate, and appropriately use needed 
information and (2) master strategies to continually gain and apply knowledge and skills in new 
situations.” 
  
The NSSE data presented below suggests that our students believe that they are learning how to 
learn.  That is supported by alumni survey data that gives us confidence that our graduates 
continue to employ those strategies and approaches to 
learning after they leave BYU-Idaho. 
 
In this report there are data from –  

• 2009 University Report Card 
• 2011 National Survey of Student Engagement 

(NSSE) 
 
Percentage of programs with at least one program-
level outcome that supports this university-level 
outcome: 55.06% 
 
 
A Note on the NSSE Data 
 
The National Survey of Student Engagement was administered at BYU-Idaho in 2006 and 2011.  
In both cases, all freshmen and all seniors were sent invitations to participate.  In 2011 the overall 
BYU-Idaho response rate was 54%.  In 2006, the response rate was 58%.   Codes such as “11p 
GNSPIRIT” are used to identify the questions in the survey. 
 
The peer institutions chosen for BYU-Idaho in 2006 are Bryant University, Capella University, 
Colorado School of Mines, Embry Riddle, Michigan Tech, and Wheelock College.  The 2011 
peers are Baylor University, BYU, Cal State – Fresno, Idaho State, Montana State – Bozeman, 
Portland State, San Jose State, the University of Utah, and Utah Valley University. 
 
Those that would like to explore the NSSE data further can find resources in the BYU-Idaho 
University Report Card. 
  

Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Evidence 
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Students become lifelong learners as they locate, evaluate, and appropriately use needed 
information. 
 
2011 NSSE Data 
 
During the current school year, how much has your coursework emphasized making judgments 
about the value of information, arguments, or methods?  (1=Very little, 2=Some, 3=Quite a bit, 
4=Very much) 2d EVALUATE 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 856 2.75 2.72 .429 2.82 .020 
2011 828 3.04 2.91 .000 2.95 .002 

Seniors 2006 560 2.95 2.90 .173 2.94 .901 
2011 1,625 3.07 2.98 .000 3.05 .268 

 
Questions to consider: Would asking our students more frequently to make judgments regarding 
value promote better development of this skill?   
 
Number of books read on your own (not assigned) for personal enjoyment or academic 
enrichment. (1=None, 2=1-4, 3=5-10, 4=11-20, 5=More than 20) 3b READOWN 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 858 2.20 2.11 .008 2.06 .000 
2011 822 1.98 2.08 .001 2.03 .086 

Seniors 2006 560 2.22 2.24 .742 2.21 .753 
2011 1,621 2.12 2.17 .018 2.17 .021 

 
Questions to consider: Is the number of books read independently a reliable indicator of the 
ability to locate needed information?  Does it still count if the books were the Twilight series?  
Harry Potter?  Could the Student Activities office consider reading and discussion groups?  
Would departmental reading circles be an effect way to encourage independent learning in the 
student’s chose field of study? 
 
To what extent has your experience at this institution contributed to our knowledge, skills, and 
personal development in learning effectively on your own?  (1=Very little, 2=Some, 3=Quite a 
bit, 4=Very much)  11j GNINQ 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 801 3.18 2.88 .000 2.85 .000 
2011 758 3.23 2.92 .000 2.98 .000 

Seniors 2006 545 3.21 3.05 .000 3.00 .000 
2011 1,524 3.23 2.98 .000 3.07 .000 

 
Questions to consider: Can faculty do more show that they value learning on one’s own?  Could 
we shake up our syllabi productively by creating space for independent search for and reading of 
related books? 
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2009 University Report Card Data 
 
How often do you use your free time to acquire new skills and knowledge not related to your 
profession? 
 

2009 Never or 
rarely Occasionally Frequently Very 

frequently 
Don’t know 

Count 26 300 240 155 3 
% 4% 41% 33% 21% <1% 

 
Questions to consider: What would be the most effective ways to communicate to students that 
lifelong learning is something we value and something we hope that they will value as well?   
 
Students become lifelong learners as they master strategies to continually gain and apply 
knowledge and skills in new situations. 
 
2011 NSSE Data 
 
In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you 
put together ideas or concepts from different courses when completing assignments or during 
class discussions?  (1=Never, 2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very often)  1i INTIDEAS 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 876 2.66 2.52 .000 2.57 .000 
2011 851 2.82 2.61 .000 2.65 .000 

Seniors 2006 565 3.00 2.94 .104 2.91 .005 
2011 1,647 3.00 2.94 .006 2.97 .162 

 
Questions to consider: Would an increased emphasis on synthesizing various sources of 
information (previous classes, life experience, books read independently) as opposed to just 
remembering or identifying sources of information help students to see and understand the 
context and the boundaries of the discipline?   
 
In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you 
included diverse perspectives (different races, religions, genders, political beliefs, etc.) in class 
discussions or writing assignments? (1=Never, 2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very often) 1e 
DIVCLASS 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 909 2.73 2.67 .061 2.76 .415 
2011 892 2.81 2.78 .341 2.79 .370 

Seniors 2006 575 2.71 2.68 .452 2.78 .072 
2011 1,676 2.69 2.75 .013 2.84 .000 

 
Questions to consider: How can we best combat the tendency to assume that there is no need to 
take a wide range of perspectives into account?  Could you articulate the value of such an 
approach in your field? 
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In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you 
examined the strengths and weaknesses of your own views on a topic or issue?  (1=Never, 
2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very often)  6d OWNVIEW 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 847 2.97 2.77 .000 2.57 .000 
2011 811 2.99 2.64 .000 2.62 .000 

Seniors 2006 558 2.92 2.64 .018 2.69 .000 
2011 1,602 2.95 2.79 .000 2.72 .000 

 
Questions to consider: In your discipline, is there potential value in asking students to assess the 
strengths and weaknesses of their views, opinions, and understanding at the beginning and at the 
end of the semester? 
 
In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you 
tried to better understand someone else’s views by imagining how an issue looks from his or her 
perspective?  (1=Never, 2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very often)  6e OTHRVIEW 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 847 2.94 2.81 .000 2.74 .000 
2011 809 3.03 2.80 .000 2.81 .000 

Seniors 2006 558 2.94 2.92 .541 2.83 .002 
2011 1,604 2.98 2.92 .003 2.88 .000 

 
Questions to consider: Is trying to see an issue from another’s perspective a valid form of 
diversity?  Is this a skill or a disposition that we teach explicitly? 
 
In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you 
learned something that changed the way you understand an issue or concept?  (1=Never, 
2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very often)  6f CHNGVIEW 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 847 3.17 2.95 .000 2.80 .000 
2011 814 3.23 2.91 .000 2.89 .000 

Seniors 2006 558 3.15 3.04 .003 2.87 .000 
2011 1,603 3.19 2.99 .000 2.93 .000 

 
Questions to consider: If students were asked to reflect on how their understanding of issues and 
concepts or to make a graphical representation of their understanding in pre/post fashion, would 
their awareness of those changes rise? 
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During the current school year, how much has your coursework emphasized memorizing course 
material?  (1=Never, 2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very often)  2a MEMORIZE 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 856 2.82 2.83 .826 2.87 .091 
2011 831 2.74 2.90 .000 2.95 .000 

Seniors 2006 560 2.72 2.76 .231 2.74 .549 
2011 1,622 3.36 3.30 .002 3.31 .005 

 
Questions to consider: What are the appropriate emphases in instruction and learning outcomes 
at the 100, 200, 300, and 400 levels? 
 
During the current school year, how much has your coursework emphasized applying theories or 
concepts to practical problems or in new situations?  (1=Never, 2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very 
often)  2e APPLYING 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 856 3.00 2.93 0.20 2.98 .448 
2011 829 3.19 3.07 .000 3.09 .001 

Seniors 2006 560 3.21 3.17 .257 3.17 .282 
2011 1,626 3.36 3.18 .000 3.25 .000 

 
Questions to consider: Are there dangers in emphasizing application too heavily?  Is it 
productive to asking students to make application of their learning throughout a semester or 
degree program?  Would student learning increase with increased emphasis on application and 
self-assessment of that application? 
 
During the current school year, how much has your coursework emphasized analyzing the basic 
elements of an idea, experience, or theory?  (1=Never, 2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very often)  2b 
ANALYZE 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 854 3.02 3.05 .353 3.06 .155 
2011 829 3.23 3.16 .021 3.17 .033 

Seniors 2006 560 3.18 3.19 .594 3.22 .160 
2011 1,626 3.36 3.18 .000 3.25 .000 

 
Questions to consider: What does analysis mean in your field?  Do students know what it means 
in that field to analyze something?  What uses of the terms in other fields might interfere with 
their disciplinary learning? 
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During the current school year, how much has your coursework emphasized forming a new idea 
or understanding from various pieces of information?  (1=Never, 2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very 
often)  2c SYNTHESZ 
 

 Year BYU-I n BYU-I Peers Sig. All NSSE Sig. 

First year 2006 853 2.78 2.74 .201 2.83 .127 
2011 826 2.95 2.92 .469 2.95 .853 

Seniors 560 2.97 3.00 .334 3.01 3.01 .190 
2011 1,626 3.36 3.18 .000 3.25 .000 

 
Questions to consider: Most writing and research assignments include some implicit element of 
synthesis.  Does making that element more explicit promote greater learning and understanding? 


